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KENNEDY CHARGES REPUBLICANS WITH MISPLACED PRIORITIES    

LABOR H BILL IS A TURKEY THAT WON’T FLY  

 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Senators Edward M. Kennedy, Tom Harkin and Dick Durbin held a 
press conference to discuss the Labor HHS Appropriations conference report.  Republican 
conferees stripped funding for avian flu preparedness, and the final proposal also lacks adequate 
resources for key education, health care, and job training initiatives.   
 
 
“This bill affects the lives of every single American, and it lets them down.  It fails our 
commitments to the education of our children, to our health care, to the poor, and to our jobs-- in 
order to secure tax breaks for the wealthiest Americans,” Senator Kennedy said.   “At a time 
when we should be moving forward, and helping families meet the challenges of higher costs, 
this bill moves us backward. This bill makes life harder for millions and millions of Americans, 
and that’s wrong.”  
This agreement cuts discretionary funding by $450 million below the FY05 level.  But the real 
figure is more like $1.3 billion, because the agreement includes additional Medicare 
administration costs that used to be paid for through mandatory spending.  This bill comes up 
short in virtually every critical area of need. The situation will only get worse if Republicans 
impose the rumored across-the-board cut against all non-defense and homeland security 
programs.   
  
Following is a department-by-department summary and below are Senator Kennedy’s remarks: 
 
 
 
Health and Human Services 
� �������������Cuts total health funding by $376 million.   
� �������������Slashes the Bureau of Health Professions in half, making it even 
harder to recruit qualified health professionals in many parts of the country.   
� �������������Eliminates 10 vital health care programs, including trauma care, rural 
emergency medical services, and the health community access program.   
� �������������Won’t allow a new community health center competition in fiscal 
year 2006. 
� �������������Provides the smallest percentage increase to NIH – less than 1 percent 
– since 1970. 
� �������������Doesn’t include a Senate-passed measure to provide adequate funding 
to prepare for a flu pandemic. 
  
Education 
� �������������Cuts total federal education funding for the first time in a decade. 



Funding is cut $59 million from $56.6 billion in FY05 to $56.5 billion in FY06. 
� �������������Reduces funding for No Child Left Behind Act programs by 3 
percent, for a total that is $13.1 billion below the authorized level.  
� �������������Provides the smallest increase for Title I in 8 years, for a total that is 
$9.9 billion below the authorized level.  The bill leaves behind 3.1 million students who could be 
fully served by Title I if the program were funded at the committed level. 
� �������������Freezes the maximum Pell Grant award at $4,050 for the fourth year 
in a row despite rising tuition costs.   
� �������������Cuts the federal share of the costs of special education for the first 
time in a decade, and shifts a bigger burden to states and local districts.  The bill provides only 
18% of a districts cost of special education down from 18.6% in FY05. 
� �������������Cuts Even Start literacy programs by 56%. 
� �������������Cuts educational technology state grants by 45% from $496 million to 
$275 million. 
  
Labor 
� �������������Cuts total labor funding by $430 million, or almost 4 percent.   
� �������������Cuts funding for adult job training by $31 million and youth job 
training by $36 million. Overall job training is cut over 4%. 
� �������������Slashes the Employment Service by $89 million, or 11 percent, with 
cuts coming primarily from UI State offices. 
 
 
 
 
 
STATEMENT BY SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY 
 
On Republican Cuts to the Labor-HHS Bill 
 
(As prepared for delivery) 
 
 
 
This bill affects the lives of every single American, and it lets them down. It fails our 
commitments to the education of our children, to our health care, to the poor, and to our jobs. At 
a time when we should be moving forward, and helping families meet the challenges of higher 
costs, this bill moves us backward. This bill makes life harder for millions and millions of 
Americans, and that’s wrong. 
 
For the first time in a decade, it cuts funds for public schools, leaving 3 million children behind. 
It provides no new funds for after-school programs and cuts funding to keep our schools safe and 
drug-free.  It provides a tiny increase in funding for math and science education at a time when 
our students are performing below the international average in these subjects.  It strips funding 
for the technology our schools need to compete in this information age. The bill actually 
represents a step backward in the federal government’s commitment to providing an equal 



education for students with disabilities.  It cuts Head Start funding for the first time in 20 years. 
It slashes the Even Start family literacy program in half. It leaves Pell Grants frozen in place for 
the fourth year in a row, even as college costs are soaring. 
 
It cuts job training, even as the number of good jobs is shrinking. At a time when hundreds of 
thousands of workers continue to struggle to find work in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, and almost 8 million Americans are unemployed, the bill cuts funding for Unemployment 
Insurance and Employment Services offices that help jobless workers. 
  
Just as the deadly avian flu could sweep the nation, the bill cuts the $8 billion we provided to 
meet that threat.  At the same time, this bill prohibits OSHA from enforcing key respiratory 
safety standards to protect health care workers from deadly infectious diseases.  
 
And fails to provide adequate increases for programs to ensure worker safety, as workplace 
fatalities are increasing and deaths among Hispanic and immigrant workers are at epidemic 
levels.  
 
It stops medical research in its tracks by giving NIH the lowest funding increase in over 35 years. 
 Ironically – and sadly – these cuts come at a time when the Republicans are scrambling to 
complete a Reconciliation process that would double the deficit and cut programs for the poor in 
order to secure tax breaks for the wealthiest Americans. The House Reconciliation bill imposes 
new costs on students struggling to pay for college and cuts health benefits for poor and the 
elderly.   
  
These actions are unconscionable.  America deserves better.  We can do better.   
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