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Sen. Baldwin Purpose: To amend title I in order to provide grants to
States to ensure that all students in the middle grades
arc taught an academically rigorous curriculum with
effective supports so that students complete the middle
grades prepared for success in secondary school and
postsecondary endeavors, to improve State and district
policies and programs relating to the academic achieve-
ment of students in the middle grades, to develop and
implement ecffective middle grades models for struggling
students, and for other purposes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES—114th Cong., 1st Sess.

S.

To reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 to ensure that every c¢hild achieves.

Referred to the Committee on and
ordered to be printed

Ordered to liec on the table and to be printed
AMENDMENT intended to be proposed by Mr. WHITEIIOUSE
Viz:
1 On page 215, between lines 15 and 16, insert the fol-
2 lowing:
SECTION 1012A. SUCCESS IN THE MIDDLE.

3

4 Title I (20 U.S.C. 6311 et seq.), as amended by this
S title, 1s further amended by adding at the end the fol-
6

lowing:



ROM154497

1
2

810

PART F—SUCCESS IN THE MIDDLE

3 ¢“SEC. 1601. SHORT TITLE,

4

“This part may be cited as the ‘Success in the Middle

5 Act of 2015,

6 “SEC. 1602, FINDINGS.

7

g

9
10
B
12
13
i4
| ]
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

“Congress finds the following:

(1) Imnternational comparisons indicate that
stwlents in the United States do not start out be-
hind stidents of other nations in mathematies and
selence, but that they fall behind by the end of the
middle grades.

“(2) Approximately 64 percent of students in
grade 8 read below the proficient level on the 2013
National Assessment of Educational Progress. A lit-
tle over one-third of students in grade 8 in the
United States, and approximately 3 pereent of such
students who are English learners, can read with
proficiency, according to the 2013 National Assess-
ment on Edueational Progress (referred to in this
seetion as ‘NAEP).

“(3) In mathematies, 35 pereent of students in
grade 8show skills at or above the NAEP proficient
level in 2013. However, the percentage of students
i grade 4 at the NAEP proficient and above level

was 42 percent. In grade 8, the gaps between the
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average mathematics scores of white and black stu-
dents and between white and Hispanie students were
approximately as wide in 2013 as in 2009,

“(4) Combining measures of academic achieve-
ment and motivation, social engagement, and self-
regulation—the behavioral domains essential for sue-
cess across the school and work continunm—ypro-
vides a more holistic picture of students, including
their likelihood of enrolling in college following high
school  graduation. This information, available in
middle school, allows for early identification of and
mtervention with students who may be less likely to
complete secondary school and attend an institution
of higher edueation.

*(5) Higher education readiness should hegin in
middie school. A student in grade 8 has at least a
75 percent chance of dropping out of secondary
school if the student attended school less than 80
pereent of the time in grade 8 and failed English or
mathematies in that grade.

“(6) Middle grades students are hopeful about
their future, with 93 pereent believing that they will
complete secondary school and 90 percent believing
they will find a good job after high school gradua-

tion.
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“(7) Students who do not attend sehool regu-
larly, who are subjected to frequent disciplinary ac-
tions, or who fail mathematies or English have less
than a 15 pereent chance of graduating secondary
school on time and a 20 percent chance of grad-
uating 1 year late. Without cffective interventions
and proper supports, these students are at risk of
subsequent failave in secondary school, or of drop-
ping out.

“(8) Student transitions frowm clementary school
to the middle grades and to sccondary school arve
often complicated by poor curriculum alignment, in-
adequate  counscling  services, and unsatisfactory
sharing of student performance and academic
achievement data bhetween grades.

“(9) Middle grades improvement strategies
should be tailored based on a variety of performance
indicators and data, so that cducators can create
and implement suceessful school improvement strate-
gies to address the needs of the middle grades, and
so that teachers can provide cffective instruetion and
adequate assistance to meet the needs of at-risk stu-
dents.

“(10) To stem a secondary schoo! dropout rate

nearty 3 times the average—
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1 “(A) students with disabilities i the erit-
2 ical middle grades must receive appropriate aca-
3 demie avcommodations and access to assistive
4 teehnology;

5 “(B) high-risk behaviors in sucl: students,
6 such as chronic absentecism and cowrse failure,
7 must be monitored; and

8 “(C) problem-solving skills with broad ap-
9 plication must be tavght to such students.
10 “(11} Local cduecational agencies and State
1 edueational agencies often do not have the capacity
i2 to provide support for school improvement strate-
13 gies. Suceessful models do exist for tuining around
14 low-performing middle grades, and Federal support
15 should be provided to increase the eapacity to apply
16 promising practices based on evidence from suceess-
17 ful schools.

18 “SEC. 1603. DEFINITIONS.

19 “In this part:

20 “(1)  CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM.~—The  term
21 ‘echronie absentecism’ means the pereentage of indi-
22 vidual students missing 10 percent, or more, of the
23 days of school in a school year.

24 “(2) Drarran LITBRACY  SKILLS.—The term

25 ‘digital literacy skills' has the meaning given the
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term in section 202 of the Museum and ILibrary
sarvices Act (20 U.S.C. 9101).

“(3) ELiGiBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘eligible en-
tity’ means a partnership that inclades—

“(A) not less than 1 eligible local edu-
cational agency; and

“{(B)() an lastitution of higher education;

“(11) an edueational service ageney; or

(i) a nonprofit organization with dem-
onstrated  expertise in high-quality  middle
grades intervention.

“(4) ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGEN-
¢v.—The term Celigible local educational ageney’
means a loeal educational ageney that serves not leéss
than 1 eligible school,

“(5) EriemLE scrroon.—The term  ‘cligible
schiool’ means an clementarv or secondary school
that containg not less than 2 or more suceessive
grades beginning with grade 5 and cnding with
orade 8 and for which—

“(AA) a high proportion of the middle
grades students attending such school will at-
tend a secondary school with a graduation rate

of less than 65 percent;
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“(B) more than 25 percent of the students
who finish grade 6 at such school, or the ecar-
liest middle grade Tevel at the sehool, exhibit 1
or more of the key risk factors and early risk
identification signs, including—
“(i) student attendance below 90 per-
cent;
“(ii) a failing grade In a mathematies
or reading or language arts course;
“(i1) 2 failing grades in any courses;
and
“(iv) out-of-school suspension or other
evidence of at-risk behavior; or
“(C) more than 50 pereent of the middle
grades students attending such scliool do not
perform at a proficient level on State student
academic asscssments required under scetion

1111(h)(2) in mathematies or reading or lan-

gudge arts.

“{0) INSTITUTION OF IIGHER EDUCATION.—
The term ‘institution of higher education’ has the
meaning given the term in seetion 101 of the Higher
Edueation Act of 1965 (20 U.8.C. 1001).

The term  ‘middle

7)Y MIDDLE GRADES.

erades’ means any of grades 5 through 8.
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] “(8) PRINCIPLES OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCIL—

2 The term ‘principles of scientific rescarch’ has the

3 meaning given the term in seetion 200 of the Higher

4 Edueation Act of 1965 (20 U.8.C. 1021).

5 “{9) SCIENTIFICALLY VALID RESEARCH.—The

6 term ‘scientifically valid researcly’ has the meaning

7 given the term in section 200 of the Higher Edu-

8 cation Act of 1965 (20 T.8.C 1021).

9 “(10) STATE.—The term “State’ means cacli of
10 the 50 States, the District of Columbia, and the
11 Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

12 “{11) STUDENT WITH A DISABILITY.—The
13 term ‘student with a disability’ means a student who
14 1s a child with a disability, as defined in section 602
15 of the Individuals with Disabilitics Education Act
16 (20 U.8.C. 1401).

17 “Subpart 1—Middle Grades Improvement

18 “SEC. 1611. PURPOSES.

19 “The purposes of this subpart are to—

20 “{1) ensure that middle grade students develop
21 deep content knowledge and the ability to use knowl-
22 edge to think eritically, solve problems, comnmnieate
23 effectively, eollaborate with others, and be self-dli-
24 rected o that they can graduate from secondary

25 school ready for higher edacation and careers;
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“(2) ensure that eurricnla and stwdent supports
for middle grades education align with the curricula
and student supports provided for clementary school
and secondary school grades;

“{3) provide resources to State edueational
ageneles and local educational agencies to collabo-
ratively develop school hmprovement plans in order
to dehiver support and technieal assistance to sehools
serving students in the middie grades; and

“(4) increase the capacity of States and local
educational agencies to develop effeetive, sustainable,
and replicable school improvement programs and
models and evidenee-based or, when available, sei-
enhifically valid student interventions for implemen-
tation by schools scrving students in the middle

orades.

17 “SEC. 1612. FORMULA GRANTS TO STATE EDUCATIONAL

AGENCIES FOR MIDDLE GRADES IMPROVE-
MENT,

“{a) IN GENERAL—I'rom amounts appropriated

21 under seetion 1617, the Seeretary shall make grants under

22 this

subpart for a fiseal year to cach State educational

23 ageney for which the Searetary has approved an applica-

24 tion wder subseetion (£) in an amount equal to the allot-
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ment determined for such ageney under subscetion (e) for

such fiscal year,

“(b) RESERVATIONS.—From the total amount made

available to carry out this subpart for a fiscal year, the

Seeretary-—

“(1) shall reserve not more than 1 percent for
the Secretary of the Interior (on behalf of the Bu-
reauw of Indian Eduvation) and the outlving areas for
activities carvied out in accordance with this section;

“(2) shall reserve 1 percent to evaluate the ef-
fectiveness of this subpart in achieving the purposes
of this subpart and enswing that results are peer-
reviewed and widely disseminated, which may in-
clade hiring an outside evaluator; and

“(3) shall reserve 5 percent for technical assist-
ance and dissemination of best practices in middle
grades cducation to States and loeal ceducational
ageneies,

“{e) AMOUNT OF STATE ALLOTMENTS . —

“{1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), of the total amount made available to
carry out this subpart for a fiseal year and not re-
served under subscetion (b), the Secretary shall allot

such amount among the States in proportion to the

number of children, aged 5 to 17, wlio reside within
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the State and are from families with incomes below
the poverty level for the most recent fiscal vear for
which satisfactory data are available, compared to
the number of such individuals who reside in all
such States for that fiscal year, determined in ac-
cordanee with seetion 1124{e¢}{1)(A).

“(2) MINTAIUAL ALLOTMENTS.—No State edu-

cational agency shall receive an allotment under this
suhsection for a fiscal year that is less than Y% of
1 pereent of the amount made available to carry out
this subpart for suehl fiscal year,

“) SPECIAL RULE—For any fiscal vear for which

the funds appropriated to carry out this subpart are less
than 500,000,000, the Sceretary is authorized to award
grants to State educational agencies, on a competitive
basts, rather than as allotments deseribed in this section,

to cnable sueh agencies to award subgrants under seetion

18 1614 on a competitive bagis,

9
20
21
22
23
24

“le) REALLOTMENT.—

“(1) FATLURE TO APPLY; APPLICATION NOT AP-
PROVED.—If any State educational agency does not
apply for an allotment under this subpart for a fiscal
vear, or it the application from the State edueational

ageney 15 not approved, the Seeretars shall reallot
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the amount of the State’s allotment to the remaining
States in aceordance with this seetion.

“(2) UNUSED rUNDs.—The Seceretary may
reallot any amount of an allotment to a State if the
Seeretary determines that the State will be unable to
use such amount within 2 years of such allotment.
Such reallotments shall be made on the same basis
as allotments are made under subsection {¢).

() APPLICATION.—In order to reccive an allotmoent

under this subpart, a State educational agency shall sub-
mit an application to the Secretary at such time, in such
mamney, and accompanied by sueh information as the See-
retary may reasonably require, including a State middle

grades improvement plan described in section 1613(a)(4).

“lgy PEER ReviEw AND SELECTION.—The Sec-

H(1) shall establish a peer-review process to as-
sist 1n the review and approval of proposed State ap-
plications;

“(2) shall appoint individualg to participate in
the peer-review process who are educators and ex-
perts in identifving, evaluating, and implementing
effective edueation programs and practices (includ-
ing in the areas of teaching and learning, edu-

cational standards and assessments, school improve-
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ment, school climate, rates of suspension and expul-
siott, and academic and behavioral supports for mid-
die grades students, and in addressing the needs of
students with disabilities and English learners in the
muddle grades), which individuals may inehade recog-
nized exemplary middle grades teachers and middle
grades prineipals who have been recognized at the
State or national level for exemplary work or con-
tributions to the field;

“(3) shall ensure that State educational agen-
cies are given the opportunity to receive timely feed-
back, and to interact with peer-review panels, in per-
son or via clectronic commmnnication, on issues that
need clarifieation during the peer-review process;

“(4) shall approve an application submitted
under this subpart not later than 120 days after the
date of submission of the application unless the See-
retary determines that the application does not meet
the requirements of this subpart;

“(5) may not decline to approve an application
from a State educational ageney before—

“(A) offering the State educational agency

an opportunity to revise the applieation;
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“(B) providing the State educational agen-
¢y with technical assistance in order to submit
a sueeessful application; and
“(C) providing an opportunity for a hear-
g to the State educational ageney; and

(6) shall direet the Inspector General of the

Department of Kdueation to—

LAY review final determinations reached
by the Secretary to approve or deny State appli-
cations;

“(B) analyze the consistency of the process
used by peer-review panels in reviewing and ree-
ommending to the Scervetary approval or denial
of such State applications; and

“(C) report the findings of this review and

analysis to Congress.

“SEC. 1613. STATE PLAN; AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES,

“fa) MANDATORY ACTIVITIES, —

“(1) IN 4BENERAL.—A State cducational agency

that reccives a grant under this subpart shall use

the grant funds—

“(A) to prepare and implement the needs
analysis and middle grades improvement plan,
as deseribed in paragraphs (3) and (4), of such

ageney;



ROM15437

—_—

[ T o B o . T A U ¥, E L A ' R O

[ T R s L L L N e e e e e T S S S ST
L L L S B o e = RN o B .+ B IR o AR O S & W Y% T N T St

8.1
15
“(13) to make subgrants to cligible local
cducational agencies or eligible entities under
section 1614; and
“(C) to assist cligible local educational
agencies and eligible entities, when determined
necessary by the State educational ageney or at
the request of an eligible local educational agen-
¢y or eligible entity, in designing a comprehen-
sive schoolwide mmprovement plan and carrving

out the activities under section 1814,

“(2) FUNDS FOR SUBURANTS—A State edu-
cational ageney that receives a grant under this sub-
part shall use not less than 80 pereent of the grant
funds to make subgrants to eligible local educational
ageneies or eligible entities uader seetion 1614,

“(3) MIDDLE URADES NEEDS ANALYSIS.—

“lA) IN UENERAL—A State educational
ageney that receives a grant under this subpart
shall enter into a contract, or similar formal
agreement, to work with entities such as na-
tional and regional comprehensive centers (as
deseribed  in gection 203 of the Educational
Technieal Assistance Acet of 2002 (20 U.S.C.
9602)), mstitutions of higher education, or non-

wrofit organizations withh demonstrated exper-
I
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tise In high-guality middle grades reform, to
prepare a plan that analyzes how to strengthen
the programs, practices, and policies of the
State in sapporting students in the middle
grades, imcluding the factors, such as local im-
plementation, that influence variation in the ef-
fectiveness of such programs, practices, and
poligies,

“{B) PREPARATION OF PLAN.—In pre-
paring the plan under subparvagraph (A), the
State educational ageney shall examine policies
and practices of the State, and of local edu-
cational agenecies within the State, affecting—

“(1) middle grades eurriculum instrue-
tion and assessment;

“(i1)  education  accountability  and
data systems;

“{i11) teacher preparation, quality, ex-
perience, and eguitable distribution;

“(iv) interventions that support learn-
ing in school, including personal academic
plans;

“(v) student engagement activities;

“(vi} in-school and out-of-school sus-

penstons;
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“(vii) family and community engage-
ment in edueation; and
“(viil) student and academic support
serviees, such as effective school library
programs and school counscling on the
fransition to secondary school and plan-
ning for eantry into postsecondary edu-
catlon and the workforee.
“(4) MIDDLE GRADES IMPROVEMENT PLAN.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—N\ State edueational

ageney that receives a grant under this subpart
shall develop a middle grades improvement plan
that—

“(1} shall be a statewide plan to im-
prove student academic achicvement in the
middle grades, based on the needs analysis
deseribed in paragraph (3); and

‘(i) deseribes what students are re-
quired to know and do to suceessfully—

“(I) complete the middle grades:
and
“(II) develop the competencies

of—
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“(aa) the ability to acquire
and use deep content knowledge
to solve problems;
“(bb) eritical thinking;
“lee) effective communica-
tion;
“{dd) self-dirvection; and
“(ee) the ability to collabo-
rate; and
“(I11) make a suecessful transi-
tion to academicaily rvigorous sec-
ondary school conrsework that pre-
parcs students to graduate from see-
ondary school ready for higher edu-
cation and a career,

“(B) PraN COMPONENTS.—A middle
grades improvement plan desceribed in subpara-
agraph () shall also deseribe how the State edu-
cational agency will do each of the following:

“(1)(I) Ensure that the curricula and
assessments for middle grades education
arc aligned with secondary school currieula
and assessments and prepare students to

take challenging secondary school courses
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and successfully engage in postsecondary
education.

“(1I) Ensure coordination, where ap-
plicable, with the aetivities carried out
through grants under seetion 6201(e)(1) of
the America COMPETES Act (20 TU.S.C.
9871) for alignment of P-16 cdueation, as
defined in section 6201(h) of such Act.

“(OI) Ensure that the transition from
elementary school to the middle grades is
supported through programs that promote
successful social, emotional, and cognitive
development,

“(i1) Ensure that professional develop-
ment 18 provided to school leaders, teach-
ers, and other school personnel in—

“(1) addressing the needs of di-
verse learners, including students with
digabilities and English learners;

“(II) using challenging and rel-
evant research-hased hest practices
and curricnla;

“(II) wusing data te inform in-

struetion; and
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“(IV) inercasing student engage-
ment and social and emotional learn-
ing competencies,

“(i1) Identify and disseminate infor-
mation on effective schools and instrue-
tional strategies for middle grades students
based on high-quality rescarch.

“(iv) Include specific provisions for
studenits most at risk of not graduating
from secondary school, including English
Jearners, students with  disabilities, and
low-income students,

“{v) Provide technieal assistance to el-
igible cntities fo develop and implement
their early warning indicator and interven-
tion systems, as  deseribed in section
1614()(2)(D).

“(vi) Define a set of comprehensive
sehool performance indicators that shall he
used, 1 addition to the indicators used for
parposes of section 1111(H)(3), to evaluate
school performance and guide the school
hmprovement process, such ag—

“(T)  student  attendanee and

chronie absenteeism;
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“(II) earned on-time promotion
rates from grade to grade;

“(III) percentage of students fail-
ing a mathematies, reading or lan-
puage arls, or scienee course, or fail-
ing 2 or more of any courses;

“(IV) teacher preparation, expe-
rience, cffectiveness, and attendance
measures;

“UV) in-school and out-of-school
suspension or other measurable evi-
denee of at-risk behavior, including
any disparities in rates among any of
the categories of students, as defined
i seetion 1111(hY(3HA);

“(VI) data colleeted by the Civil
Rights Data Collection swrvey con-
ducted by the Office of Civil Rights of
the Department of Education; and

“(VIH) additional indicators pro-
posed by the State educational agen-
¢y, and approved by the Secretary
pursuant to the peer-review process

desceribed n seetion 1612(g).
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1 “(vil) Ensure that such plan is coordi-
2 nated with State activities to turn around
3 other sehools in need of improvement, in-
4 cluding State activitics to iImprove sce-
5 ondary schools and elementary schools.

6 “(vii1) Ensure that such plan includes
7 specific provisions to improve family and
8 community engagement in cdueation in the
9 middle grades.

10 “(h) PERMISSIBLE ACTIVITIES.—A Btate educational
1T ageney that receives a graunt under this subpart may use
12 the grant fands to—

13 “(1) develop and cncourage collaborations
14 among researchers at institutions of higher cdo-
15 cation, State edueational ageneies, educational serv-
16 e agencies, local educational ageneies, and non-
17 profit organizations with demonstrated expertise in
18 high-quality middle grades interventions, to expand
19 the use of effective practices in the middle grades
20 and to improve middle grades education;

21 “(2) support loeal cducational agencies in im-
22 plementing effective middle grades practices, models,
23 and programs that—

24 (A} are evidence-based or, when available,

25 seientifically valid; and
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“(B) lead to improved student academie
achievement;

“(3) support collaborative communitics of mid-
dle grades teachers, administrators, school librar-
ans, and researchers in ereating and sustaining in-
formational databases to disseminate vesults from
rigorous rescarch on cffective practices and pro-
grams for middle grades education; and

“{4) increase middle grades student and aca-
demic support services, such as effective school li-
brary programs and school counseling on the transi-
tion to sceondary school, such as summer bridge
programs and student mentors, and planning for
entry mto postsccondary education and the work-
foree.

“SEC, 1614, COMPETITIVE SUBGRANTS TO IMPROVE LOW-
PERFORMING MIDDLE GRADES.

“{a) IN GENERAL—A State edueational agency that
receives a grant under this subpart shall make competitive
subgrants to chgible local edueational agencies and eligible
entities to cnable the cligible local educational agencies
and eligible entities to improve low-performing middle
arades in scheols served by the agencics or entities.

“(b) PRIORITIES.—In making subgrants under sub-

seetlon (a), a State edueational ageney shall give priority
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1 to eligible local educational agencies or ecligible entities

2 Dased on—

3
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“(1} the vespective populations of children de-
seribed in seetion 1612(¢)(1) served by the eligible
local educational agencies that are participating in
the subgrant application process; and

“(2) the respeetive populations of children
served hy the partieipating eligible local educational
agencies who attend eligible schools,

o) APPLICATION.—An  cligible loeal educational

11 ageney or cligible entity that desires to receive a subgrant

12 under subsection {a) shall submit an application to the

13 State cducational agency at such time, in such manner,

14 aud

aceompanied by sueh mformation as the State edu-

15 cational agency may reasonably require, including—

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

25

“(1) a comprehensive schoolwide improvement
plan deseribed in subsection {d);

“(2) a deseription of how activities deseribed in
sucly plan will be coordinated with aetivities speeified
m plans for schoolwide programs under seetion
1113(e)(2); and

“(3) a deseription of how activitics described in
sueh plan will be complementary to, and coordinated
with, school improvement activities for clementary

schools and secondary schools in need of improve-
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ment that serve the same students within the par-

ticipating tocal educational ageney.

“{d) COMPREIENSIVE SCHOOLWIDE INMPROVEMENT
Pr.ax.—aAn eligible local educational ageney or eligible en-
tity that desires to receive a subgrant under subseetion
(a) shall develop a comprehensive schoolwide improvement
plan for the middle grades that shall—

“(1) inchude the information deseribed in sub-

seetion (e)(2);

“(2) describe how the eligible local edueational
ageney or eligible entity will—

“(A) identify eligible schools;

“(B) ensare that funds go to the highest
priority eligible schools fivst, based on the cligi-
be sehools’ populations of children described in
seetion 1612(e)(1);

“(C) use funds to close achicvement gaps
and improve the academic achicvement of all
students, mcluding English learners and stu-
dents with disabilities, in cligible schools;

“UD} implement an carly warning indicator
and mntervention system to alert schools when
students begin to exlnbit outeomes or behaviors
that indicate the student is at inercased risk for

low academice aclievement or iy unlikely to

ot
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progress to secondary school graduation, and to
create a system of evidence-based interventions

to be used by schools to effectively intervene,

(1) identifving and analyzing, such as
through the use of lengitudinal data of
past cohorts of students, the academie and
behavioral indicators in the middle grades
that most reliably prediet dropping out of
secondary school, such as attendance,
chromiec absenteeism, behavior measures
(including suspensions, officer referrals, or
conduet marks), academic performance in
vore courses, and carned on-time pro-
motion from grade-to-grade;

“(i1) analyzing student progress and
performance on the indicators identified
under clanse (1) to guide decisionmaking;

“{ii1) analyzing acadenmic indicators to
determine whether students are on track to
graduate on time, and developing appro-
priate evidence-hased mtervention; and

“(iv) identifving or developing a mech-
anism for regularly collecting and report-

mg—



ROM15437

—t

[ e & o T O e - S 'S N

S.L.C.
27

“(I) student-level data on the in-
dicators identified under clause (i);

“(1I) student-level progress and
performance, as desceribed in clause
(i1);

“(III) studeant-level data on the
indieators deseribed in elause  (ih);
and

“IV) information about the im-
paet of interventions on student out-
comes and progress;

“(F) inerease academic vigor and foster
student engagement to ensure students are en-
tering secondary school prepared for success in
a rigorous college- and carcer-ready eurriculum,
including a deseription of how such readiness
will be measured;

“(F) mmplement a systemic transition plan
for all students and cencourage collaboration
among elementary grades, middle grades, and
secondary school grades to support the success-
ful transition between grades;

“(Q) merease eommuntty and family en-
gagement in education in the middle grades to

support student sueeess; and
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“(H) provide cvidence that the strategics,
programs, supports, and instructional practices
proposed under the sclioolwide improvement
plan are new and have not been implemented
hefore by the eligible local educational agency
or cligible entity; and

“(3) provide evidence of an ongoing commit-
nient to sustaim the plan for a period of not less
than 4 vears.

Yo} REVIEW AND SELECTION OF SUBGRANTS.—In
making subgrants under subsection (a), the State edu-
cational ageney shall—

“(1) establish a peer-review process to assist in
the review and approval of applications under sub-
seetion (¢); and

“(2) appoint individuals to participate in the
peer-review process who are educators and experts in
wentifyving, evaluating, and implementing  effective
education programs and praetices, ncluding—

“(A) exports—
“(1) in areas of teaching and learning,
edueational  standards and  assessments,

and school improvement;
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“{ii) in addressing the needs of stu-
dents with disabilities and English learners
in the middle grades; and
“(n) in the academic and behavioral
supports for middie grades students; and
“(B) recognized exemplary middle grades
teachers and principals who have been recog-
nized at the State or vational level for exem-

plary work or ceontributions to the field.

(1) REVISION OF SUBURANTS.—If a State edu-
eational ageney, using the peer-review process desceribed
in subscetion (), determines that an application for a
grant under subsection (a) does not meet the requirements
of this subpart, the State educational ageney shall notify
the cligible loecal educational ageney or eligible entity of
such determination and the reasons for such determina-
tion, and offer—

“(1) the eligible local edueational ageney or eli-
gible entity an opportunity to revise and resubmit
the application; and

“(2) technical assistance to the eligible local
educational agency or cligible entity, by the State
cducational ageney or a nonprofit organization with
demonstrated expertise i high-guality middle grades

mterventions, to revise the application.
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“(g) MANDATORY USES OF 'UNDS.

An cligible local
educational agency or eligible entity that receives a
subgrant under subsection (a) shall carry out the fol-
lowing:

“(1) Align the curricula for grades kindergarten
throngh 12 for schools within the loceal educational
ageley  to amprove transitions from  elementary
grades to middle grades to secondary school grades.

“(2) In each eligible school served by the cligi-
ble local educational ageney receiving or partiei-
pating in the subgrant:

“(A) Align the caorienla for all grade levels
within eligible schools to improve grade to grade
transitions.

“(B) Implement evidence-based or, when
available, scientifically valid instructional strate-
gles, programs, and learning environments that
meet the needs of all students and ensure that
school leaders and teachers recerve professional
development on the use of these strategies.

“{C) Ensure that school leaders, teachers,
pupll service personnel, school librarians, and
other school stafl’ understand the developmental

stages of adolescents in the middle grades and
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how to deal with those stages appropriately in
an educational setting.

“(D) Implement organizational praetices
and school schedules that allow for effective
leadership, collaborative staff participation, pro-
fegsional development, effective teacher instrue-
tional teaming, and parent and community in-
volvement.

“(BE) Create a more personalized and en-
gaging learning environment for middle grades
students by developing a personal  academic
plan for cach stadent and assigning not less
than 1 adult who has received the appropriate
training to monitor, evaluate, and support the
progress of cach individual student attending
the eligible sehool.

“{FY Provide all students, and the stu-
dents’ families, with information about, and as-
sistance with, the requirements for secondary
school graduation, admigsion to an institution
of higher education, and career snccess.

“(¢4) Utilize data from an carly warning
indicator awd intervention system deseribed in
subsection (d)(2)(D) to identify struggling stu-

dents and assist the students ay the students
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transition from eclementary school to middle
arades to secondary school.

“(II) Implement academic supports, such
as cffeetive sehool hbrary programs, and effee-
tive and coordinated additional assistance pro-
grams to ensure that students have a strong
foundation in reading, writing, mathematics,
ancl scienee skills.

“(I) Implement evidence-based or, when
avatlable, scientifically valid  schoolwide pro-
grams and targeted supports to promote posi-
tive academic outcomes, such as increasced at-
tendance rates, deereased chronic absenteeism,
and the promotion of physical, personal, and so-
cial development.,

“J) Develop and use effective formative
assessments to nform instruction.

“(K) Provide integrated student support
services, such as aceess to health and mental
health care, to address the comprehensive needs

of students attending cligible schools.

() PErassipLE UsEs oF Frusns.—An cligible

23 local edncational ageney or eligible entity that receives a

24 subgrant under subscetion (a) may use the subgrant funds

25 to carry out the following:
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(1) Implement extended learning opportunities
m core academic areas, including more instructional
time in literacy, mathematics, science, history, and
civies in addition to opportunities for language in-
struction and understanding other eultures and the
arts.

“(2) Provide evidence-based professional devel-
opment aectivities with specific benchmarks to enable
teachers and other school staff to appropriately
monitor academie and behavioral progress of, and
modify  currieula and  implement  accommodations
and assistive technology services for, students with
disabilities, consistent with the students’ individual-
ized education programs under section 614(d} of the
Individuals with Disabilitics Eduecation Act (20
UL 1414(d)).

“(3) Employ and use instructional coaches, in-
cluding literacy, mathematics, and English learner
coaches.

“(4) Provide professional development for con-
tent-area teachers and school librarians on working
cffectively with English learmers ad students with
disabilitics, as well as professional development for
English as a second language educators, bilingual

educators, and special eduecation personnel.
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“(8) Provide professional development in arcas
that support improving school climate and inercasing
student engagement such as culturally responsive
pedagogy, vestorative justice programs, soccial and
emotional learning, Response to Intervention, and
positive bhehavier intervention support.

H“(6) Encomrage and facilitate the sharing of
data among clementary grades, middle grades, sec-
ondary school grades, institutions of higher edu-
cation, al other postsecondary educational institu-
tions.

“(7) Create collaborative study groups comi-
posed of principals or middle grades teachers, or
both, among eligible schools within the eligible local
educational ageney recelving or participating in the
subgrant, or between such chigible local edueational
ageney and another local edncational ageney, with a
focus on developing and sharing methods to increase
student learning and academic achievement.,

“(8) Ensure students are prepared to enter sec-
ondary school by linking secondary school attend-
ance, retention, and achicvement to the account-
ability svstem of cach middle school that feeds into
the secondary school.

1) PLANNING SUBGRANTS.—
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In addition to the sub-

“{1) IN URNERAL.
grants deseribed in subscetion (a), a State edu-
cational agency may (without regard to the pre-
ceding provisions of this section) make planning sub-
grants, and provide technical assistance, to cligible
local educational agencies and eligible entities that
have not reeeived a subgrant under subsection (a) to
assist the local edueational agencies and eligible en-
tities in mecting the vequirements of subsections (¢)
and (d).

“(2) AMOUNT AND DURATION.—Each subgrant
under this subsection shall be in an amount of not
more than $100,000 and shall be for a period of not

more than 1 year in duration.

“SEC. 1615. DURATION OF GRANTS; SUPPLEMENT NOT SUP-

PLANT,
“{a) DURATION OF GRANTS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-
graph (2), grants under this subpart and subgrants
under section 1614(a) may not execed 3 years in du-
ration.

“{2) RENEWALS,—

“(AY IV GENERAL.—QGrants under this

subpart and subgrants under section 1614(a)

may be renewed in 2-year inerements.



ROM13437 B

L I o L e L I o

[ I N R Y e e e T
PDo— O N 08 =1 N Lh B W B e

23

306
“(B) CoNDITIONS.—In order to be cligible
to have a grant or subgrant renewed under this
paragraph, the grant or subgrant recipient shall
demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the granting
entity, that—

“(1) the recipient has complied with
the terms of the grant or subgrant, inchud-
ing by undertaking all required activities;
andl

“(i1) during the period of the grant or
subgrant, therc has been  significant
progress in—

YD student academic achiceve-
ment, as measured by the annual
goals established pursuant to section
11110 (3)BY); and

“(II) other key risk factors such
as attendance, c¢hronic absenteeism,
and on-time promotion.

“h) FEDERAL FUxDs To SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUP-
PLANT, NON-FEDERAL FUNDS.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—A BState educational agen-

¢y, eligible local educational agency, or eligible entity

shall use Federal funds recetved under this subpart

only to supplement the funds that would, in the ab-
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sence of such Federal funds, be made available from
non-Ifederal sources for the education of students
participating in programs assisted under this sub-
part, and not to supplant such funds.

“(2) SPECIAL RULE.—Nothing in this subpart
shall be construed to authorize an officer, employee,
or contractor of the Federal Government to man-
date, direet, limit, or control a State, local edu-
¢ational ageney, or school’s specific instructional
content, academic achievement standards and as-

sessments, curriculum, or program of lstruction,

“SEC. 1616. EVALUATION AND REPORTING.

“(a) EVALUATION.

Not later than 180 days after

the date of enactment of the Everv Child Achieves Act
of 2015, and annually thereafter for the period of the
grant, cach State edueational agency receiving a gramt

under this subpart shall—

“(1) conduct an evaluation of the State's
progress regarding the impaet of the changes made
to the policies and practices of the State In aecord-
ance with this subpart, including—

“(A) a deseription of the specifie changes
made, or i the process of being made, to poli-

cies and practices as a result of the grant;
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“(B) a discussion of any barriers hindering
the identified changes in policies and practices,
and implementation strategies to overcome such
barriers;

“(C) evidence of the impact of changes fo
policies and practices on behavior and actions
at the local educational agency and school level;
and

(D) evidence of the impact of the changes
to State and local policies and pragctices on im-
proving measurable learning gains by middle
grades students;

H(2) use the results of the evalnation conduetoed

widler paragraph (1) to adjust the policies and prac-
tices of the Btate as necessary to achieve the pur-

poses of this subpart; and

“(3) submit the results of the evaluation to the

Seeretary.

“(h) AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary shall make the

20 results of eaclr State edueational agency’s evaluation

21 under subseetion (a) available to other States and local

22 educational agencies.

ey LocAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REPORTING.—

24 On an annual basts, cach eligible loeal edueational ageney

25 and eligible entity receiving a subgrant under section



ROM15437

R

39

1 1614(a) shall report to the State educational agency and

2 to the public on—

“(1) the performance on the school performance
indicators (as deseribed in section
1613(a)(4)(B)(vi)) for cach eligible school served by
the eligible local educational agency or eligible enti-
ty, in the ageregate and disaggregated by cach of
the categories of students, as defined in section
1131()3A); and

“{2) the use of funds by the cligible local edu-
cational ageney or eligible entity and each such

sehool,

“{d) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY REPORTING.

On an annual basis, each State educational ageney receiv-
ing grant funds under this subpart shall report to the Sec-

retary and to the public on—

“(1) the performance of cligible schools in the
State, hased on the school performance indicators
deserihed in seetion 1613(a)(4)(B)(x1}), in the aggre-
gate and disaggregated hy each of the categories of
students, as defined 1 seetion 1111(0Y3)CA); and

“(2) the use of such funds by cach cligible
school, eligible entity, and eligible local educational

ageney in the State receiving such funds.
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“{e) REPORT TO CONGRESS.

Every 2 years, the
Seeretary shall report to the public and to Congress—

“(1) a summary of the State cducational agen-
ey reports under subseetion {d); and

“(2) the use of funds by each State educational
agency under this part.

“SEC. 1617. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

“There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out
this subpart, sueh swms as may be necessary for cach of
fiscal years 2016 through 2021.

“Subpart 2—Research Recommendations
“SEC, 1621, PURPOSE.

“The purpose of this subpart is to facilitate the gen-
eration, dissemination, and application of rescarch needed
to wlentify and implement effective practices that lead to
continual student learning and high academie achievement
n the middle grades.

“SEC, 1622, RESEARCH RECOMMENDATIONS.

“{a) STUDY ON PROMISING PRACTIUES. —

(1) In GENERAL—Not later than 60 days
after the date of enactment of the Kvery Child
Achieves Act of 2015, the Secretary shall enter into
a contract with the National Academies to study and
identify promising practices for the improvement of

midedle grades edueation.
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“(2) CoNTENT OF sTUDY.—The study de-
seribed i paragraph (1) shall identify promising
practices enrrently being implemented for the im-
provement of middle grades education. The study
shall be conducted in an open and transparent way
that provides interim information to the public about
criteria bheing used to identify—

“(A) sueh promistg prachices;

“(B) the practices that are being consid-
ered; and

“(C) the kind of evidenee necded to docu-
ment etfectiveness.

“(3) REPORT.—The contract entered into pur-
suant to this subscetion shall reguire that the Na-
tional Academies submit to the Secretary, the Comn-
mittee on Health, Eduecation, Labor, and Pensions
of the Senate, and the Committee on Edueation and
the Workforee of the House of Representatives a
final report regarding the study conducted under
this subscetion not later than 1 year after the date
of the commencement of the contract.

“(4) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall make
public and post on the website of the Department of
Education the findings of the study conducted under

this subsection.
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| “(h) SYNTHORSIS STUDY OF EFFRCTIVE TREACIIING

2 AND LEARNING IN MIDDLE GRADES.—

3 “(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than 60 days
4 after the date of cnactment of the Every Child
5 Achieves Act of 2015, the Seerctary shall enter into
6 @ contract with the National Academies to review ex-
7 isting researeh on middle grades education, and on
8 factors that might lead to incrcased cffectivencss
9 and enhanced innovation in middle grades education.
10 “(2) CONTENT OF $TUDY~—The study de-
i1 sembed in paragraph (1) shall review resecarch on
12 education programs, practices, and policies and re-
13 search on the cognitive, social, aid emotional devel-
14 opment of children in the middle erades age range,
15 i order to provide an enriched nnderstanding of the
16 factors that might lead to the development of inno-
17 vative and cffective middle grades programs, prac-
18 tices, and policies. The study shall focus on—

19 “{A) the areas of curriculum, ingtruction,
20 and assessmoent (including additional supports
21 for students who are helow grade level in read-
22 ing, writing, mathematies, and scienee, and the
23 identifieation of students with disabilities) to

24 better prepare all students for subsequent suc-
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cess In seeondary school, postsecondary edu-
cation, and cognitively challenging emplovment;

“(B) the quality of {(including experience,
certification, and demonstrated effectivencss),
and supports for, the teachey workforee;

“(C) aspects of student behavioral and so-
cial  development, and of social interactions
within schools that affect the learning of aca-
demic content;

“(D) the ways in which schools and local
cducafional agencies are organized and operated
that may be linked to student outeomes;

“(I£} how development and use of carly
warning indicator and intervention systems can
reduee risk factors for dropping out of school
and low academic achievement; and

“(F) identifieation of areas where further
researeh and evaluation may be needed on these
topies to further the development of effective
middle grades practices.

“(3) REPORT—The contract entered into pur-

snant to this subsection shall require that the Na-
tional Academics submit to the Scerctary, the Com-
mittee on Health, Bdueation, Labor, and PPensions

of the Senate, and the Committee on Eduwcation and
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the Workforee of the House of Representatives a
final report vegarding the study conducted under
this subseetion not later than 2 years after the date
of commencement of the contract.

“(4) PrpLicatioNn.—The Seeretary shall make
public and post on the website of the Department of
Edueation the findings of the study conducted under
this subsection.

“(¢) OTHER ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary shall carry

out cach of the following:

(1) Create a national clearinghouse, in coordi-
nation with entities such as the What Works (lear-
inghouse of the Institute of Education Seiences, for
rescarcll in best practices in the middie grades and
in the approaches that successtully take those best
practices to seale i schools and local educational
ALCNCIeS,

“(2) Create a national middle grades database
aceessible to edneational rescarchers, practitioners,
and policymakers that identifics factors at the
school, elassroom, and svstem level that facilitate or
impede student academie achievement in the middle
grades.

“3) Require the Institute of Edueation

Sciences to develop a strand of field-initiated and
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seientifically valid research designed to enhance per-
formance of schools serving middle grades students,
and of middle grades students who are most at risk
of educational failure, which may be coordinated
with the regional educational laboratories established
under section 174 of the Education Sclences Reform
Act of 2002, institutions of higher education, agen-
cies recognized for their rescareh work that has been
published in peer-reviewed journals, and organiza-
tions that have such regional edueational labora-
tories. Such research shall target specific issues such
as—

“(A) effective practices for nstruction and
assessment in mathematics, scienee, technology,
and literacy;

“(B) effective practices for developing in
students the competeneies of—

“(1) the ability to acquire and use
deep content knowledge to solve problems;
“(i1) eritical thinking;
“il) effective communication;
“(iv) self-direction; and
“(v) the ability to collaborate;
“(C) academic interventions for adolescent

English learners;
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(D) school improvement programs and
strategies for closing the academic achievement
gap between any of the categories of students,
as defined in secetion 1111(b)(3)(A), and for de-
creasing rates of suspension and expulsion;

“(E) evidence-based or, when available, sei-
entifically valid professional development plan-
ning targeted to improve pedagogy and student
academic achievement and student engagement;

“(IF) the effects of inercased learning or
extended school time in the middle grades; and

“((7) the effects of deercased class size or
mereased instructional and sapport staff.

“(4) Strengthien the work of the existing na-
tional research and development centers under see-
tion 133(¢) of the Edueation Sciences Reform Act of
2002, as of the date of enactment of the Every Child
Achieves Act of 2015, by adding an educational re-
search and development center dedicated to address-
ing—

(A} carrienlar, mstructional, and assess-
ment issues pertinent to the middle grades
{such as mathematies, science, technological flu-
eney, and the neceds of KEnglish learners and

students with disabilities);
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“(B) comprehensive reforms for low-per-
forming middle grades; and
“(C) other topics pertinent to improving
the academice achievement of middle grades stu-
dents,

“(5) Provide grants to nonprofit organizations,
for-profit organizations, institutions of higher edu-
cation, and others to partner with State eduncational
agencies and local educational agencies to develop,
adapt, or replicate  effective models  for  twrming
around low-performing schools serving middle grades
students.

“SEC. 1823. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS; RES-
ERVATIONS.

“{a) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized to be
appropriated to carry out this subpart $100,000,000 for
fiseal year 2016 and such suns as mayv be necessary for
cach of the 5 succceding fiseal vears.

“(b) RESERVATIONS.—TFrom the total amount made
available to carry ont this subpart for a fiscal vear, the
Seeretary shall veserve—

“(1) 2.5 percent for the studies described in
subsections (a) and (b) of section 1622,

“(2) 5 pereent for the clearinghouse described

i seetion 1622{c)(1);
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“(3) 5 pereent for the database deseribed n
seetion 1622(¢)(2):
“{4) 42.5 percent for the activities deseribed in
seetion 1622(¢)(3);
“(5) 15 percent for the activities described in
seetion 1622(¢)(4); and
“(6) 30 percent for the activities deseribed in

sceetion 1622(¢)(h).”.



